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aper in Moscow Links

NEW YORK TIMES
26 MAY 1975

STAT

3 U.S. COI’felSpOﬁduflfQ to rhe.,_z_f()i‘_;zfs:.

MOSCOW, May 25 (Upl)_.‘ It gave no indication of who
e Soviet wesk 1;, Literatur-;had sent such letters or what
iya Gazeta, in its issue forithey contained. )
morrow, suggestad that tnreui “In particuiar,” the article

fc]agtc't:‘dr;i“‘:,u %i)‘:i’fé’gr‘ie{:‘s said, “the letters spoke about
oy g v ’s\lh» heightened interest of these

ciated with tae United State
entral Intelligence Agency. |coiTespondents in certain infor-
The corresponden vera mation and objects that evi-

hristopher S. Wren of The u-ndy exceeded the framework
ew York Times, George }\nm- ‘of the ]oumalxsts profes:ton

iy of The Associated p,.ebS It udded that the correspond-
~d  Alired pnmdly Jr. of.ents “do mot bother thexr pro-
ewsweek. ; ifessional  conscience” aboutm
Literaturnaya Gazeta, the JOUX’PahShC ideals and alleged:

ublication of the Union of So-! “They receive their p'xyments
ot \Writers, gave no evldenca ifrom plac°s other than the Cas"l

) support its al cgation.

A United State) Embasayi
bokesman denied the allega-)s
on,

{offices of their newspapers.’

A senior Western diplomat
said the allegation was clearly
preposterous" but could not

“We certainly know of ,,oummedmtely offer any explana-

urnalist in this town who hasj
ny connection with the C.LA.”
1e spokesman said. :

[In Washington, the Cen-
tray Intelhoence Agency said
that "end'ng study “of the iull
Soviet article, it would stand
by the statement by the em-
bassy spokesman in Moscow
that he knew of no Amer:-
can journalist in the Sowiet
capital with any CIA. on-
nections, United Press Inter-
national repcerted.

Much of the article, two full
lumns on page 9, quoted ex-
nsively from the American
ress about the 2lleged involve-
ent of some newsmen th‘1
e C.LA.

JOf the three newsmen in
[o~cow, it said:

' No Details on ‘Letters’
“Their. loyalty to the C.LA, is

i

‘tion for it. The three corre-
spondents are competent in the
Russian language and have
worked in the Soviet Union for
two years or more.

Although the Russians. have
often made accusations in the
past against American and oth-
er forewn reporters accredited
in Moscow this ‘was the first
time in recent memory 'that
the Russians have alleged any
link between a correspondent
and the Central Intelligence
Agency.

Allegations Strengly Denied -

The Associated Press, News-
week and The New York Times
each denied charges” yesterday
by the Soviet weekly Litera-
turnaya Gazetta that
Moscow correspondents wera
associated with the Central In-
telligence Azency.

their

member or emoloyoe of Tnel U.S.S.R,, alieged todav that

New York Times was used
operationally by the C.LA. The
Times said that it would once

again seek to get assurances!
from Mr, Bush that no Times'

employees or part-time em-
ployees were involved in C.LA.
activities. .

The Times said that if these
assurances were not forthcom-
ing, "it" would consider filing
suit :to6 compel the C.LA. to

make the information known,
Arthur Ochs Sulzberger, pub-
lisher of The New York Times,
said . that the present C.LA.

~|poticy of refusing to reveal its

full association with American
journalists had the effect of
casting suspicion on all news-
men and making them *sus-
ceptible to any unsubstantiated
charges that anyone mxght wish
to bring against them.”

Neither Mr: Krimsky nor Mr.
Friendly could be reached for
comment. Mr. Wrem, speaking
from The Times Moscow bu-
reau, said that the charges were
“totally fabricated.”

“I .am looking forward to
havmv them present me with
the ewdence ” Mr. Wren said.

Wren,m Moscow 3 Years )
‘Mr. Wren became Moscow
bureau chief in December 1974
after a year as a Times cor-
respondent in the Soviet Union.

Before that he worked on the

metropohtan staff in New York
for ja year. He came. to The
New York Times from News-
week Magazine, where he was

a general editor; and befors
that he worked .at Look -maga-i-
{zine. A.graduate of Dartmouth

ik Times
Moscow,

one of fnp New Yo
correspondents  in
Christopher Wren, .was 2s-
sociated with the Central
Intelligence  Agency. The
Times emphatically denies
the charge, and Mo Wren,
reached in  Moscow, said,
“The charges are totally fab-
ricated. 1 never woiked for |
the C.LA

The bases of The Times’s
denial are Mr. Wren's own-
statement ‘and two letters
from George Bush, Direcicr |
in resomse to
queries directed to the agen- ©
cy by A. M, Rosenthal, man- :
aging editor, and Arihur -
Ochs Suilzberger, chairman :
and president of the com- '
pany and publisher of the
newspaper. - -

These letters were dated
Feb. 3, 1976, and Feb. 9,
1976.. .
In the Feb. 3 Ietﬁ'r, Mr.
Bush reported that “no staff
member or employee of The
New  York Times is used
operationally by the C.LAY
A similar assurance to Mr.
Sulzberger-was made in the
Feb. 9 letter in response to
a request by The New York
Times under the Freedom of
Information Act. The Times -
was seeking to know if any
of its employees or stringers
had acted, knowingly or un-
knowingly, -as United States:
intelligence agents or as in-i
formants for the United !
States intelligence commu- :

gontinued

of the C[A

irprisingly  combined  with “It's ridiculous,” saxd a[College, he lives in Moscow
eir commitment to the freeispokesman for the AP “lwith his wife and two children. STAT
53" “Newsweek correspondents ~ Mr. Krimsky joined the As-:

The literary publicaticn said
had " received letters from
aders in Moscow, Thilisi and
allinn “‘confirming this.”
“These letters concretely
\d convincingly described the
ystile, subversive actmtv of
iese correspor*d*'xts in plain-
o(tlhes ” Literaturmaya Gazeta
§ .

work for Newsweek only,” a
spokesman for Newsweek.said.
In a statement, The New

‘1York Times Company said that

“The Times emphatically denies
the charge.” The statement said
that The Times had received
assurances in the past from
George Bush, Director of Cen-
tral Intellizence, that no staff

sociated ‘Press in 1969, He!

worked for two years as a cor-;

respondent in Los Angeleg and

then on the world service desk’

in New York, He was trans-
ferred to the -A.P. Moscow

bureau in 1974. He is married

and has one child.

Mr. " Friendly ~ worked for
Chicago and

Newsweek in
Rome from 1962 to 1965.

then joined The New York

Times and worked in Indonesia,

Nigeria, Italy and Yugoslavia.

In 1972 he became counsel to
the Senate subcommittee on in-
tergovernmental relations. Two
years: later, he rejnined News-
week as Moscow bureau chief.
He is married  with two sons.:

: _STATEMENT BY TIMES

. The following statement
was issued yesterday by The
New York Times Company:"
The Soviet Literary Ga- @ |
zette, an official organ of the |
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